
Real Sword Type 56 Indepth Review  

by: James Bernatchez  

 

This is my entry into the Real Sword Review Contest. I can only hope people vote for 

me if they honestly think I deserve to win. I have been looking forward to the 

release of the Real Sword SVD for a while now and if it is anything like their Type 56, 

I am sure everybody will be proud to own one. I look forward to hopefully doing a 

review on the SVD when they are released.  
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I have had this weapon for a while and have used it c ountless times on the field. It 

has seen mud, sand, rain, cold, and dirt. Yet it has come back for more. The only 

differences between mine and a stock Real Sword Type 56 is that I installed a Tokyo 

Marui AK air nozzle and a Prometheus 6.03mm tightbore barr el. Below you will find 

my indepth review with an extensive amount of photos showing all of its features as 

well as it taken all the way down to the mechbox.  

 

 

 

1. Real Steel History (taken from Wikipedia)  



 

"The Type 56 assault rifle is a Chinese copy of the Kalashnikov AK -47 assault rifle, 

which has been manufactured since 1956. It was produced by state factory 66 from 

1956 -73, then by Norinc o from 1973 onwards. Originally, the Type 56 was a direct 

copy of the AK -47, and featured a milled receiver, but starting in the mid -1960s, the 

guns were manufactured with stamped receivers much like the Soviet AKM. Visually, 

most versions of the Type 56 a re distinguished from the AK -47 and AKM by the 

fully -enclosed hooded front sight (all other AK pattern rifles, including those made in 

Russia, have a partially open front sight). Many versions also feature a folding 

bayonet attached to the barrel just aft of the muzzle."  

 

"The Type 56 is likely the most widely proliferated AK -47 type rifle in the world 

having shown up on battlefields in Asia, Africa, Eastern Europe, South America, etc. 

While exact production figures are not known, it is commonly estimated t hat as 

many as 10 -15 million Type 56 rifles have been produced since the 1950s which 

means they may account for nearly one - fifth of the world's AK production."  

 

"Type 56 ï Basic variant introduced in 1956. Chinese copy of AK -47 with fixed 

wooden stock and permanently attached spike bayonet. Beginning in the mid -1960s, 

the guns were manufactured with stamped receivers, mimicking the improved (and 

cheaper) Russian AKM, while the permanently attached bayonet became optional."  

 

Weight    Type 56: 3.8 kg (8.38 l b)  

Length    Type 56: 874 mm (34.4 in)  

Barrel length    414 mm (16.3 in)  

 

It is a gas operated rifle firing a 7.62mm x 39mm cartridge. There have been 10 -15 

million of these weapons built in the world. They fire at a rate of 600 -650 rounds per 

minute.  

 

 

2. Overview of the Real Sword Type 56  

 

As you can see in the first photo the gun comes in a nicely labeled box with a few 

accessories. The box has some really nice foam holding the gun in place to protect 

it during shipping. First class packing job all the way. First things first, the manual. 

The manual is thick. It is written in three different languages, of course one of them 

being English. It explains how to do everything, from getting the rifle ready to use 

to basic maintence, you can find it in the manu al. A nice surprise  is a full color pull 

out poster. On this poster it shows all the parts of the gun disassembled and clearly 

labeled. On the bottom it goes through each of the steps in order to strip the gun all 

the way down to the mechbox.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The included accessories ar e bb loading tube( not shown), orange flash hider(not 

shown), steel flash hider, steel threaded flash hider(not shown, to be used with 

silencers), oil can(empty, replicating the oil can the real steel version came with, 

rear sight base assembling wrench, an d the accessories box ̂inside is a screwdriver 

and two tips for the cleaning rod ̃.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Upon pickin up the gun the first time you will find it is extremely so lid! Nothing, and 

I mean nothing on the outside of the gun is plastic. The only exception is the plastic 

bayonet, which you can purchase an aluminum one for display. Even the included 

mid cap magazine is metal.  

 

 

 

Everything is screwed on tightly and fits together very well. There is absolutely no 

play in anything on the gun. The magazine does wiggle from side to side when in the 

gun, but it doesn't detract anything from the overall package. The fire selector 

switch makes a satisfying click in each position  so there is no need to worry about 

accidentally  switching from one to the other.  

 

 

 

 

 

The wood kit on this gun is unbelievable! It is solid as a rock and looks wonderful! 

Granted, you will see some marks on mine, but that is from months of use. Plus, it 

adds to its worn used look. The receiver is steel and looks very close to the real steel! 

On the left side of the receiver you will see a serial number on the gun. On my 

particular model you can see that I have #398. Also in the second photo below you 

will see the fuse under the receiver cover. Very easy to replace if needed.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below, is the rear wood stock. This gun is unique because you can put a battery 

either in the stock or above the receiver.  Real Sword includes a jumper for whichever 

plug you are not using.  I  needed to hollow out the stock a bit more in order  to 

comfortably fit a mini 8.4v battery pack in there.  


